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and were to own the full produce of the land, except
the tithe which they should pay to the Guild fund. By
1874 a considerable industrial side was added to the
proposed experiment, an artisan class was to be ap-
pended, carpenters and smiths, &c., so that the society
should be as far as possible completely self-sufficing for
all ordinary purposes. As the plan matured in his
mind and in the pages of "Fors," it became more
ambitious until it grew into a pattern of the elaborate
ideal society described in "Time and Tide/' with a
master and marshals under him, and under them the
resident landlords who should control districts and be
responsible for the tenantry, tradesmen, and labourers.1
Thus was the work of the Company of St. George from
a small beginning upon a few acres of land expanded
into a copy of the New Feudalism.

The Company itself existed primarily to " float"
and "finance" this scheme; it was not expected that
the Companions should be tenants or workers under
the scheme; advice, goodwill, and a tithe were to be
their contribution.

But as the idea took fuller shape in Mr. Raskin's*
mind, the Company itself, as a spiritual brotherhood
of persons determined to live an honest life and serve
their fellows, grew into a powerful interest, and Its
rules and constitution were carefully thought out* The
solemn declaration which a Companion of the Guild
was called upon to sign is an important document, in
that it contains in bold relief the leading essentials of
the art of a true and honest life, as Mr. Ruskin con-
ceived them, thus defining the spiritual forccn upon
which he relied for social deliverance.
1 Fora, Letter Iviii.erseer appointed by the Trust, the tenants were to
